Nixon Indirectly Criticizes 
Soviet Arms Aid to Hanot 


TifflBS By BERNARD 

Special to The 

WASHINGTON, April 10 — 
In a clear allusion to the So- 
viet Union’s military aid to 
North Vietnam’s forces. Pres- 
ident Nixon said today that the 
big powers had a special re- 
sponsibility to discourage 
others from mounting attacks 
on neighbors. 

Although no nation was 
named, Mr. Nixon’s remarks 
were seen as part of the Admin- 
istration’s effort to focus atten- 
tion on the Soviet Union’s aid 
program, which has provided 
Hanoi with tanks, artillery and 
missile. In Washington’s view 
this aid has made possible the 
offenive against South Vietnam.. 

Every /‘great power,” the 
President said, must follow the 
principle that it should not en- 
courage, “directly or indirectly, 
other nations to use force or 
armed aggression against its 
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neighbors.” 

In a news conference Friday, 
Secretary of Defense Melvin R. 
Laird criticized the Russians 
for placing “no restraints” on 
Hanoi’s use of Soviet equip- 
ment outside North Vietnam. 
The State Department had said 
earlier that the attack could 
not have been made without' 
Soviet equipment. 

Mr. Nixon, who had not pre- 
viously spoken, even indirectly, 
about the offensive, couched 
his comments today in diplo- 
matic language unlikely to 
offend the Russians publicly 
or jeopardize plans for his 
Moscow trip next month. 

He spoke at ceremonies at 
the State Department marking 
the signing of a United Na- 
tions convention that bars the 
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development and production of 
biological and toxin weapons 
and calls for the destruction of 
stocks of such weapons. Simi- 
lar ceremonies were held in 
Moscow and London. 

At about the time these cer- 
emonies were taking place, Mr. 
Laird was asserting at the Pen- 
tagon that additional American 
air and naval forces would be 
sent to Southeast Asia to show 
“the determination” of the Unit- 
ed States to counter the North 
Vietnamese offensive. 

' Mr. Laird, reflecting the Ad- 
ministration’s fairly optimistic 
appraisal of the battlefield 
situation, said that Saigon’s 
forces were performing well 
and had “destroyed over 100 
of North Vietnam’s tanks,” in 
Quangtri Province alone. 

Mr. Nixon, in hailing the pro- 
hibition of biological weapons, 
said that the treaty would al- 
low the world’s scientists to 
“devote their entire work 
toward the end of disease.” But 
he^said that the treaty was only 
a “means to an end”-— an end 
to ^ the threat of war. 
r. Insofar as that goal is con- 
cerned,” he said, “we begin 
with one proposition, and that 
is, that each nation of the 
- world must renounce the use 
of force, the use of aggression 
against other nations.” 

“We must also recognize an- 
other proposition,” he con- 
tinued, “and that is that a 
great responsibility particularly 
rests upon the great powers, 
that every great power must 
f o JI °w the principle that it 
should not encourage directly 
or indirectly, any other nation 
to use force or armed aggres- 
sion against its neighbors.” 
Administration officials, whe 
asked later whether Mr. Nixon 
was directing his remarks spe- 
cially to the situation in Viet- 
nam, said they were “not re- 
lated” to Vietnam, but stressed 
mat they also had wider ap- 
plication. 

The Administration has regu- 
larly said that Moscow seeks 
to take advantage of tense situa 
tions, such as the recent war 
between India and Pakistan, in 
which Moscow backed the In- 
dians. Mr. Nixon has stated 
that he hopes to discuss with 
Soviet officials in Moscow the 
possibility of an agreement on 
joint restraint by the two larg- 
est nuclear powers to avoid 
conflicts between other coun- 
tries. 

Despite some harsh words di- 
rected toward Moscow by Mr. 
Laird, the Administration has 
not sought to dwell on the So- 
viet involvement in Vietnam, 
and, the State Department said, 
no diplomatic approaches have 


been, made during the current 
fighting to get Moscow to use 
ts influence on Hanoi to stop 
the offensive. 

Administration officials, how- 
ever, would not rule out the 
possibility that Mr. Nixon might 
contact Soviet leaders in com- 
ing days to repeat his belief 
that Moscow should urge some 
restraint on North Vietnam. 

Diplomatic and military tac- 
tics were discussed again this 
morning at a meeting of the 
Washington Special Action 
Group, made up of representa- 
tives from Government agen- 
cies, which meets regularly dur- 
ing crisis situations. The group 
is headed by Henry A. Kissing- 
er, the President’s adviser on 
national security. 

The Defense Department re- 
ported that so far 12 of North 
Vietnam’s 15 known divisions 
were engaged in the fighting 
outside its boundaries. This 
conflicted with an earlier re 
port that all divisions were 
committed, and with one that 
13 divisions were engaged. 

Mr. Nixon has authorized 
statements pointing up the role 
played by Soviet military aid 
m the fighting to dramatize 
that the North Vietnamese wer 
now using modern con veil 
tional weapons. 

r I he Administration has justi- 
fied the stepped-up use of 
American sea and air power 
in part as a response to the 
qualitatively” different kind 
of attack by the North Viet- 
namese. State Department and 
Defense Department officials 
have stressed that the North 
Vietnamese were using Soviet- 
made long-range artillery and 
antiaircraft missiles for the fist 
time in South Vietnam. 

The Administration has been 
careful to avoid accusing the 
Russians of inspiring the North 
Vietnamese offensive, and offi- 
cials have said there was no 
evidence of any recent dramatic 
increase in Soviet arms ship 
ments.to North Vietnam. 

The general intelligence esti- 
mate here, has been that the 
Soviet Union, to demonstrate 
support for Hanoi’s cause, has 
given North Vietnam as much 
military equipment as it has 
asked for, and has not placed 
any strings in its use. Most ex- 
perts also assume that the So- 
viet Union — which last month 
sent a high-level military mis- 
sion to Hanoi — was not un- 
aware of North Vietnam’s plans. 

In the past, the United States 
had sought Soviet help in end- 
ing the iVetnam war, but the 
Administration has come to the 
conclusion that Moscow has re- 
frained out of fear that North 
Vietnam might turn to China 
and possibly accuse Moscow of 
lack of support. 


